334                           LATIN CHRISTIANITY.              BOOK nil.

real prison-house, the aspiration to, the absorption in,
the primal fountain of light and blessedness, the attain-
able angelic, and higher than angelic perfection, the
ascent through all the gradations of the celestial hier-
archy up to the visible at once and invisible throne of
God? The effect of this work on the whole ecclesiastic
system, and on the popular faith, it is almost impossible
justly to estimate. The Church of France had now
made it a point of their national and monastic honour
to identify the St. Denys, the founder and patron saint
of the church at Paris, with the Areopagite of St. Paul;
to them there could be no gift so acceptable, none so
greedily received. But when the whole hierarchy
found that they, each in their ascending order, were
the image of an ascending hierarchical type in heaven ;
that each order culminating in the Pope,m was the
representative of a celestial order culminating in the
Supreme; this was too flattering to their pride and to
their power not to become at once orthodox and eccle-
siastical doctrine. The effect of this new angelology
on the popular belief, on the arts, and on the imagina-
tion of Latin Christendom, will be more fully developed
in our consideration of the rise and progress of Christian
mythology.

Though an outcast and an exile, John the Scot
maintained such authority on account of his trans-
cendent learning, that in the second great rebellion,
not merely against the supremacy but almost the life
of the mediaeval system, Berengar of Tours appealed to
him as one whose name, whose intimacy with Charles
the Bald, ought to overawe the puny opponents of his
time. He seems to have thought, he fearlessly and
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